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EX1A
1. Cperstions | 25X1A

&. The aiveraft srrived safely and om schedule| |on
Wednssday, 28 February 1962. ¥Werk proceeded immedistely on re-
mm.wmmmmmmmmmm

WRY . A small leak was found in the rudder boost system, but
mmmmelmnmmmmmmmm
systems checked out sstisfactorily. It ves immediately apparent,
W,Mttumnlmmmamﬂﬁlmmmm

everyvhare, literally raining undernesth. It wes Lmmedistely
é:gmmméemehmm:mm. By Vednesday it was deter-
am,mzmmaeazmarlmmmmmtm-:l
tank sealer vas failing to do the Job. The sealing personnel were
m.wmztmnmxmaamwmnmwtmt
it was not sdhering to the metal structure. A tentative decision
25X1A mm-mmmm»mmmtmwtmmu&
the[  [seslsnt. This was agproved at & meeting vith Kelly at

mwmmmsmuummmwwmmw
craft flight resdy for six weeks. Rowever, plans are deing made to
atart texi yuns vith fusl iz §#3 (sump) tank ouly, or in external tanks.
fhig should enable us to taxi within three weeks.

25X1A

b. | Imanswrnmmazaggmmm;u
ing for & complete briefing on sdministration, securivy, eonstruction,
&smmm.mmnmmq. There appear to be no serlocus locse
ends other than technical &t the moment. 1mmmumt

mmmmmmatmurm,mummm
schedule. X Delieve they &re now in & ‘httui‘ ;os:l.ﬁmtt; zla:h:gt“
planning . for base operations snd training. & resul -
25X1A of the program,| |is reconsidering his requiremant for
yﬂeummwﬁummw.

Approved For Release 2003/02/27 : CIA-RDP81B00879R001000080086-3

25X1A




A
Approved For Release 2003/02/27;

A T
s

A RDP81B00879R001000080086-3

OXC-3178 L
Copy L _of &
M’%’
25X1C
¢, The has boen operating very satis-
factori on schedule.

2. A-12 Mg, Btatus

8. On 26 February I stated that the §2 airfreme was & month
svay from moving {ato the "C" mating Jig and thet #3 was moving well
in the "A" Jig snd was galning on #2. This ststus still rewmins and
I believe that the predicted date that $2 moves to the "C" jig end
#3 to the "B" Jig is still good.

b. It nov appesxrs that there may be soms emmnt in the
final sssesbly time since they are mo ionger using s sealer. 25X1A
This should eliminate one of their biggest assenbly hesdaches.

¢. There is no further word on the status of general ftems of
squipment snd plumbing except that there will be no shortages Tor §2.

4. The parachute program is continuing st Xl Centro. Three
live jumps were made last Friday, March 2, from low altftude and were
25X1A torv, Two parschute rigs suitable for early flying wers dalivered
t wesk. The problem of the high speed drogue parschute
in ROt &8 yet resclved, bdut is deing worked on.

Tiree additional live Jusps were mede March 8 and four jumps in
full pressure suit wers scheduled March 9, but held up due to weather.

[ |nss spparently solved their last big problem which was
25X1A the skin-pan danding. The delivery date of the static test srticle
of April 21 now looke good. | | bas sssursd us that the
addition of three plys on esch skin will not affect the AX character-
istics of the fin.

25X1A k. Am| |
Thers has been no sppreciasble progress in the AR yrogrem at the

25X1A [ Ithey are still vorking on the design and losding of the apike
and are still endeavaring to get an operationmal 70 me. rig.

8. The sealing problem on §l will delay the ground and flight
test prograus three to mix veeks.
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. ¢#2 sirfrane will prodabdly not de delivered bdefore the end
of Avgust based on past and prasent progress.

¢. The substitution of thel |eases the 25X1A

final sasenbly problem, but does not pecessirily solve the sealing
roblem since 4t is not rated for as high & teperature as desired.

I recommend an spproach to the problem wherein we comstruct & typiesl
titanium tank to vhioh we can: apply various sealant msterials and

tast 1t under heat, preassure, and shake. This, it appears tc ne, is

& more reaiistic syprosch to the groblem. I would like to discuss

this with you on ny naxt trip to Weahington.

25X1A i
I |
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25X1A
I YorDibm) (12 Merch 1962)
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